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SUBJ: NASA STATION AND REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO DEPART POST 
REP: (A) ANTANANARIVO 2202, (B) STATE 283955 (C) STATE 285182 

1 . AS THERE HAS BEEN NO REPLY TO MY LAST APPROACH ON NASA 
INSPECTION REPORTED REF A, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT 
INSPECTION OF STATION CANNOT BEGIN THIS WEEK AS NASA HAD 
DESIRED, AND WILL NOT OCCUR BEFORE JANUARY 1. 1 WOULD THEREFORE 
LIKE AUTHORIZATION TO GO OFF ON LEAVE, OUT OP MADAGASCAR, 
STARTING SOME TIME NEXT WEEK AND RETURNING IN EARLY OR MID 
JANUARY, DEPENDING UPON DEVELOPMENTS. 

2. COMMENT: I ATTACH NO PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE TO THE 

DELAY IN THE MALAGASY RESPONSE. IT NORMALLY TAKES THEM A LONG 
TIME TO MAKE DECISIONS AND TO TAKE ACTION EVEN ON SIMPLE 
ROUTINE MATTERS. BARRETT 
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